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CALIFORNIA CODES
HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE
SECTION

17922. (a) Except as otherwise specifically provided by law, the
building standards adopted and submitted by the department for
approval pursuant to Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 18935) of
Part 2.5, and the other rules and regulations that are contained in
Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations, as adopted, amended,
or repealed from time to time pursuant to this chapter shall be
adopted by reference, except that the building standards and rules
and regulations shall include any additions or deletions made by the
department. The building standards and rules and regulations shall
impose substantially the same requirements as are contained in the
most recent editions of the following uniform industry codes as
adopted by the organizations specified:

(1) The Uniform Housing Code of the International Conference of
Building Officials, except its definition of "substandard building."

(2) The Uniform Building Code of the International Conference of
Building Officials.

(3) The Uniform Plumbing Code of the International Association of
Plumbing and Mechanical Officials.

(4) The Uniform Mechanical Code of the International Conference of
Building Officials and the International Association of Plumbing and
Mechanical Officials.

(5) The National Electrical Code of the National Fire Protection
Association.

(6) Appendix Chapter 1 of the Uniform Code for Building
Conservation of the International Conference of Building Officials.

(b) In adopting building standards for approval pursuant to
Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 18935) of Part 2.5 for publication
in the California Building Standards Code and in adopting other
regulations, the department shall consider local conditions and any
amendments to the uniform codes referred to in this section. Except
as provided in Part 2.5 (commencing with Section 18901), in the
absence of adoption by regulation, the most recent editions of the
uniform codes referred to in this section shall be considered to be
adopted one year after the date of publication of the uniform codes.

(c) Except as provided in Section 17959.5, local use zone
requirements, local fire zones, building setback, side and rear yard
requirements, and property line requirements are hereby specifically
and entirely reserved to the local jurisdictions notwithstanding any
requirements found or set forth in this part.

(d) Regulations other than building standards which are adopted,
amended, or repealed by the department, and building standards
adopted and submitted by the department for approval pursuant to
Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 18935) of Part 2.5, governing
alteration and repair of existing buildings and moving of apartment
houses and dwellings shall permit the replacement, retention, and
extension of original materials and the continued use of original
methods of construction as long as the hotel, lodginghouse, motel,
apartment house, or dwelling, or portions thereof, or building and



structure accessory thereto, complies with the provisions published
in the California Building Standards Code and the other rules and
regulations of the department or alternative local standards adopted
pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 13143.2 or Section 17958.5 and
does not become or continue to be a substandard building. Building
additions or alterations which increase the area, volume, or size of
an existing building, and foundations for apartment houses and
dwellings moved, shall comply with the requirements for new buildings
or structures specified in this part, or in building standards
published in the California Building Standards Code, or in the other
rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this part. However, the
additions and alterations shall not cause the building to exceed area
or height limitations applicable to new construction.

(e) Regulations other than building standards which are adopted by
the department and building standards adopted and submitted by the
department for approval pursuant to Chapter 4 (commencing with
Section 18935) of Part 2.5 governing alteration and repair of
existing buildings shall permit the use of alternate materials,
appliances, installations, devices, arrangements, or methods of
construction if the material, appliance, installation, device,
arrangement, or method is, for the purpose intended, at least the
equivalent of that prescribed in this part, the building standards
published in the California Building Standards Code, and the rules
and regulations promulgated pursuant to the provisions of this part
in performance, safety, and for the protection of life and health.
Regulations governing abatement of substandard buildings shall permit
those conditions prescribed by Section 17920.3 which do not endanger
the life, limb, health, property, safety, or welfare of the public
or the occupant thereof.

(f) A local enforcement agency may not prohibit the use of
materials, appliances, installations, devices, arrangements, or
methods of construction specifically permitted by the department to
be used in the alteration or repair of existing buildings, but those
materials, appliances, installations, devices, arrangements, or
methods of construction may be specifically prohibited by local
ordinance as provided pursuant to Section 17958.5.

(g) A local ordinance may not permit any action or proceeding to
abate violations of regulations governing maintenance of existing
buildings, unless the building is a substandard building or the
violation is a misdemeanor.

17922.1. Notwithstanding Section 17922, local agencies may modify

or change the requirements published in the State Building Standards
Code or contained in other regulations adopted by the department
pursuant to Section 17922 if they make a finding that temporary
housing is required for use in conjunction with a filed mining claim
on federally owned property located within the local jurisdiction and
that the modification or change would be in the public interest and
consistent with the intent of the so-called Federal Mining Act of
1872 (see 30 U.S.C., Sec. 22, et seqg.), relating to the development
of mining resources of the United States.

17922.12. (a) For the purposes of this section, "graywater" means
untreated wastewater that has not been contaminated by any toilet
discharge, has not been affected by infectious, contaminated, or



unhealthy bodily wastes, and does not present a threat from
contamination by unhealthful processing, manufacturing, or operating
wastes. "Graywater" includes wastewater from bathtubs, showers,
bathroom washbasins, clothes washing machines, and laundry tubs, but
does not include wastewater from kitchen sinks or dishwashers.

(b) Notwithstanding Chapter 22 (commencing with Section 14875) of
Division 7 of the Water Code, at the next triennial building
standards rulemaking cycle that commences on or after January 1,
2009, the department shall adopt and submit for approval pursuant to
Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 18935) of Part 2.5 building
standards for the construction, installation, and alteration of
graywater systems for indoor and outdoor uses.

(c) In adopting building standards under this section, the
department shall do all of the following:

(1) Convene and consult a stakeholder's group that includes
members with expertise in public health, water quality, geology or
soils, residential plumbing, home building, and environmental
stewardship.

(2) Ensure protection of water quality in accordance with
applicable provisions of state and federal water quality law.

(3) Consider existing research available on the environmental
consequences to soil and groundwater of short-term and long-term
graywater use for irrigation purposes, including, but not limited to,
research sponsored by the Water Environment Research Foundation.

(4) Consider graywater use impacts on human health.

(5) Consider the circumstances under which the use of in-home
graywater treatment systems is recommended.

(6) Consider the use and regulation of graywater in other
jurisdictions within the United States and in other nations.

(d) The department may revise and update the standards adopted
under this section at any time, and the department shall reconsider
these standards at the next triennial rulemaking that commences after
their adoption.

(e) The approval by the California Building Standards Commission
of the standards for graywater systems adopted under this section
shall terminate the authority of the Department of Water Resources to
adopt and update standards for the installation, construction, and
alteration of graywater systems in residential buildings pursuant to
Chapter 22 (commencing with Section 14875) of Division 7 of the Water
Code.

17922.2. (a) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this part,
ordinances and programs adopted on or before January 1, 1993, that
contain standards to strengthen potentially hazardous buildings
pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 8875.2 of the Government Code,
shall incorporate the building standards in Appendix Chapter 1 of

the Uniform Code for Building Conservation of the International
Conference of Building Officials published in the California Building
Standards Code, except for standards found by local ordinance to be
inapplicable based on local conditions, as defined in subdivision
(b), or based on an approved study pursuant to subdivision (c), or
both. Ordinances and programs shall be updated in a timely manner to
reflect changes in the model code, and more frequently if deemed
necessary by local jurisdictions.

(b) For the purpose of subdivision (a), and notwithstanding the
meaning of "local conditions" as used elsewhere in this part and in
Part 2.5 (commencing with Section 18901), the term "local conditions"
shall be limited to those conditions that affect the implementation



of seismic strengthening standards on the following only:

(1) The preservation of qualified historic structures as governed
by the State Historical Building Code (Part 2.7 (commencing with
Section 18950)).

(2) Historic preservation programs, including, but not limited to,
the California Mainstreet Program.

(3) The preservation of affordable housing.

(c) Any ordinance or program adopted on or before January 1, 1993,
may include exceptions for local conditions not defined in
subdivision (b) if the jurisdiction has approved a study on or before
January 1, 1993, describing the effects of the exceptions. The
study shall include socioeconomic impacts, a seismic hazards
assessment, seismic retrofit cost comparisons, and earthquake damage
estimates for a major earthquake, including the differences in costs,
deaths, and injuries between full compliance with Appendix Chapter 1
of the Uniform Code for Building Conservation or the Uniform
Building Code and the ordinance or program. No study shall be
required pursuant to this subdivision if the exceptions for local
conditions not defined in subdivision (b) result in standards or
requirements that are more stringent than those in Appendix Chapter 1
of the Uniform Code for Building Conservation.

(d) Ordinances and programs adopted pursuant to this section shall
conclusively be presumed to comply with the requirements of Chapter
173 of the Statutes of 1991.

17922.3. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a residential
structure that is moved into, or within, the jurisdiction of a local
agency or the department, shall not be treated, for the purposes of
Section 104 of the 1991 Edition of the Uniform Building Code, as a
new building or structure, but rather shall be treated, for the
purposes of this part, as subject to Section 17958.9.

17922.5. Any state or local agency which issues building permits
shall require, as a condition of issuing any building permit where
the working conditions of the construction would require an employer
to obtain a permit from the Division of Occupational Safety and
Health pursuant to Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 6500) of Part 1
of Division 5 of the Labor Code, that proof be submitted showing
that the employer has received such a permit from the Division of
Occupational Safety and Health.

An employer may apply for a building permit prior to receiving the
permit from the Division of Occupational Safety and Health.

17922.6. (a) The Office of Noise Control in coordination with the
department shall adopt and submit building standards for approval
pursuant to Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 18934) of Part 2.5 of
this division and shall adopt, amend, and repeal rules and
regulations other than building standards which establish uniform
minimum noise insulation requirements for hotels, motels, apartment
houses, and dwellings other than detached single-family dwellings.
(b) Such requirements shall be based on performance in order to
require compliance onsite where the hotel, motel, apartment house, or
dwelling other than a detached single-family dwelling, is located.
(c) Such requirements shall be sufficient to protect persons



within the hotel, motel, apartment house, or dwelling other than a
detached single-family dwelling, from the effects of excessive noise,
including, but not limited to, hearing loss or impairment and
persistent interference with speech and sleep.

(d) The provisions of this section, the building standards
published in the State Building Standards Code relating to noise
insulation, and the other rules and regulations adopted pursuant to
this section shall apply equally to those hotels, motels, apartment
houses, and dwellings other than detached single-family dwellings,
owned, operated, or maintained by any public entity. The department
shall enforce such building standards published in the State Building
Standards Code and such other rules and regulations with respect to
any such hotel, motel, apartment house, or dwelling other than a
detached single-family dwelling, which is not subject to the
jurisdiction of any local building department.

(e) The provisions of this section, the building standards
published in the State Building Standards Code relating to noise
insulation, and the other rules and regulations adopted pursuant to
this section shall not apply to detached single-family dwellings.

(f) Such other rules and regulations adopted by the Office of
Noise Control shall become operative six months after their date of
adoption.

(g) Sections 17925, 17958, 17958.5, and 17958.7 shall not apply to
the provisions of this section.

17922.7. (a) Except as otherwise provided in subdivisions (b) and
(c), the governing body of every city, county, city and county, and
public entity shall adopt ordinances or regulations imposing the same
requirements as are published in the State Building Standards Code
relating to noise insulation and as are contained in the other rules
and regulations adopted pursuant to Section 17922.6 within six months
after the date of publication in the State Building Standards Code

or the date of adoption of such other rules and regulations. The
building standards relating to noise insulation published in the
State Building Standards Code and the other rules and regulations
adopted pursuant to Section 17922.6 shall apply in any city, county,
city and county, or to any hotel, motel, apartment house, or dwelling
other than a detached single-family dwelling, which is owned,
operated, or maintained by any public entity, if the appropriate
governing body fails to adopt such ordinances or regulations within
six months after such date of publication or adoption.

(b) In adopting such ordinances or regulations, the governing body
of any city, county, city and county, or public entity may make such
changes, modifications, or additions to the minimum requirements
contained in such building standards relating to noise insulation
published in the State Building Standards Code, or in the other rules
and regulations adopted pursuant to Section 17922.6, as such
governing body determines are reasonably necessary due to local
conditions. The governing body may also impose noise insulation
standards on a case by case basis on new single-family detached
dwellings, if the governing body determines that such standards are
necessary due to substantial noise generated by airports, roadways,
or commercial and industrial activities immediately surrounding or
adjacent to such proposed dwellings. Any local noise insulation
standards adopted for single-family detached dwellings shall not
exceed comparable standards for multifamily housing. The governing
body shall find that ordinances or regulations, adopted pursuant to



this subdivision, will require the dimunition of the noise levels
permitted by the building standards relating to noise insulation
published in the State Building Standards Code and in the other rules
and regulations adopted pursuant to Section 17922.6.

(c) Prior to making such modifications, changes, or additions
pursuant to subdivision (b), the governing body shall make an express
finding that such modifications, changes, or additions are needed,
which finding shall be available as a public record. A copy of such
finding, together with the modification, change, or addition, shall
be filed with the Office of Noise Control.

17922.8. The Office of Noise Control may appoint an advisory
committee to assist the office in reviewing and revising the noise
insulation standards previously adopted.

17922.9. (a) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that the
provision of an adequate level of affordable housing, in and of
itself, is a fundamental responsibility of the state and that a
generally inadequate supply of decent, safe, and sanitary housing
affordable to persons of low and moderate income threatens orderly
community and regional development, including job creation,
attracting new private investment, and creating the physical,
economic, social, and environmental conditions to support continued
growth and security of all areas of the state.

The Legislature further finds and declares that many rural
communities depend on mortgage financing available through the
Farmers Home Administration and that the continued construction of
affordable housing is a priority for the state. However, the
Legislature, in requiring waiver of certain local requirements
respecting adequacy of garages and carports and house size, does not
endorse the restrictive Farmers Home Administration regulations that
preclude financing of two-car garages and houses exceeding a maximum
size.

The Legislature further finds and declares that inadequate housing
supplies have a negative impact on regional development and are,
therefore, a matter of statewide interest and concern.

(b) Notwithstanding any local ordinance, charter provision, or
regulation to the contrary, if the applicant for a building permit
for construction of a qualifying residential structure submits with
the application a conditional loan commitment letter or letter of
intent to finance issued by the Farmers Home Administration of the
United States Department of Agriculture for the structure, the city,
county, or city and county issuing the building permit shall not
impose any requirement on the permit respecting the size or capacity
of any appurtenant garage or carport or house size which exceeds the
size or capacity that the Farmers Home Administration will finance
under its then applicable regulations and policies. "Qualifying
residential structure," as used in this section, means any
single-family or multifamily residential structure financed by the
Farmers Home Administration and which is restricted pursuant to
federal law to ownership or occupancy by households with incomes not
exceeding the income criteria for persons and families of low and
moderate income, as defined by Section 50093, or more restrictive
income criteria.

(c) This section does not preclude a city, county, or city and



county from requiring the provision of one uncovered, paved parking
space located outside the required setback and outside the driveway
approach to the garage or covered parking space plus a garage or
covered parking space that does not exceed the size and capacity
allowed for Farmers Home Administration financing. However, this
setback requirement may not exceed the setbacks applicable to
single-family dwelling units in the same zoning district that have
two—car garages.

17923. (a) The provisions of Section 17922 are not intended to
prevent the use of any material, appliance, installation, device,
arrangement, or method of construction not specifically prescribed by
this part, the building standards published in the State Building
Standards Code relating thereto, and the other rules and regulations
promulgated pursuant thereto, providing such alternate has been
approved. The department may approve any such alternate if it finds
that the proposed design is satisfactory and that the material,
appliance, installation, device, arrangement, method, or work offered
is, for the purpose intended, at least the equivalent of that
prescribed in this part, the building standards published in the
State Building Standards Code relating thereto, and the other rules
and regulations promulgated pursuant thereto in performance, safety,
and for the protection of life and health.

(b) Whenever there is evidence that any material, appliance,
installation, device, arrangement, or method of construction does not
conform to the requirements of this part, the building standards
published in the State Building Standards Code relating thereto, and
the other rules and regulations promulgated pursuant thereto, or in
order to substantiate claims for alternates, the department may
require tests as proof of compliance to be made at the expense of the
owner or his agent.



